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out his " forlorn hope " to support the struggle of the Venetians;
but that Republic also died a premature death. The Pope now
re-entered his capital. In the circumstances Louis Napoleon
could not extract any adequate guarantees of constitutional
reforms ; and the government now set up in the Papal Domains,
though not so harsh and obscurantist as that of Gregory XVI,
was very far indeed from being " liberal."
Thus the reaction gained a new lease of life in Italy. The
one ray of hope on the horizon was the fact that the young
King Victor Emmanuel II refused to withdraw the constitution
which his father had given to Piedmont, despite the pressure
brought to bear on him by Austria. This was an assurance
that when the time came to renew the struggle, Italy would have
a royal leader sincerely pledged to constitutional rule.
§ 127. the collapse of the frankfort parliament.—
There was something of lofty tragedy about the break-down of
the nationalist movement in the Austrian Empire and in Italy ;
but in Germany it was merely ludicrous. The lawyers and
professors who met at Frankfort to devise a new Federal
Constitution had no experience of getting things done in a
parliament. They spent the first six weeks in designing a
Provisional Government, with an Austrian Archduke as Reichs-
verweseT) or " Imperial Vicar." Then they debated learnedly
and eloquently for three months on " the fundamental rights
of all Germans." Meanwhile two urgent problems were
awaiting solution : (i) What was to be the relationship between
Austria and Prussia in the new state ? And (2) Were the
non-German possessions of those two Powers to be included
in it ? The delegates' only chance of controlling these issues
was to get them settled before the two Governments had re-
covered from the revolutions. But by the time the Frankfort
Parliament came to deal with them the Emperor had regained
mastery over his rebellious subjects, and the King of Prussia
had gone back on the liberal sentiments he had expressed so
emotionally in March (§ 121). Moreover, a fatal weakness had

